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Department’s
Vision:

To foster effective literacy instruction in English Language Arts for learners’ intellectual,
emotional, and social growth.

Department’s
Mission:

To provide a solid academic foundation and maximize intellectual potential in each
individual within a nurturing yet academically challenging environment by equipping
learners with a balanced study of reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
To foster self-confidence and independence to create lifelong readers, writers, and effective
communicators.

Course Title:
Literature in Cinema

Subject Leader + e-mail: Ms. Zeina Younes zeina.you@greenwood.sch.ae

Teacher(s) + e-mail: Rana Saher – rana.s@greenwood.sch.ae

Cycle/Division: High-School

Grade Level(s): Gs(9-10)

Credit Unit: 0.5 Credit

Duration (Number of
Periods/Week/Semester):

1 Semesters / 5 Lessons a week

Course Prerequisites: N/A

COURSE DESCRIPTION/OVERVIEW:
●

This course is designed to help learners develop their knowledge of literary critique through
different movie adaptations of literary works. The base of the course is literary theory. The
movies will serve as an adaptation tool that gives the students a further insight into literary
critique. They will use research and study skills that will help them become successful in literary
analysis. Learners will learn various techniques that will aid them acquire a better understanding.
of literary works. The course teaches critical thinking and textual analysis. It also teaches online
research skills, methods to improve reading and note-taking, and how to write better critique
essays on short stories/ movies/ text excerpts.
Moreover, this course focuses on lessons that can enhance the student’s writing and critical
reading skills along with researching skills in English communication. It lays the foundation and
allows the development of high school students to have a stronger critical analysis technique.
They will learn how to break any literary work apart and read between the lines. They will learn
that literature is a mirror of real life, and they will understand that it is relative. They will learn
to accept all possible opinions regarding literary works in an open-minded way. They will never
see movies the same way again.
Literary theory and literary critique (colonialism, feminism Dystopian Genre)
 Literary/film terminology
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 Literary adaptations in movies
 Note taking from a lecture, movie scenes and from text 
 Critical and analytical skills
 Paraphrasing and summarizing techniques

 Presentation skills and public speaking

GENERAL COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
●
● Students will be able to: -

● Cognitive Skills

●  Understand the necessity for and expectations of the course.

●  Apply and develop skills studied throughout the course.

●  Employ critical and analytical skills.

●  Reflect on the learning process.

●  Apply Critical reading/analysis.

●  Deploy audio-visual scenes adapted from literary works into critical analysis.

● Transferable skills

●  Communicate effectively (with teacher and peers) while discussing a literary work

● through written and oral discourse.

●  Deploy a range of relevant research skills.

●  Think critically.

●  Provide textual evidence throughout analysis.

● Practical Skills

●  Apply DART’s (Active Reading Strategies) throughout the course.

●  Apply self-organization throughout planning critique essays on movie scenes and textual

● excerpts.

I.

STANDARDS/BENCHMARKS:

RL9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

RL9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of
the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary
of the text.

RL9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the
course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
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RL9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how
the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).

RL9-10.5 Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g.,
parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

RL 9-10.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside
the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

RL 9-10.7Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what
is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden's "Musée des Beaux Arts" and Breughel's Landscape
with the Fall of Icarus).

RL9-10.9 Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by
Shakespeare).

RL9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the
grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. By the
end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the
grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

W9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

Objective : Students will select COMPLEX topics for informative/explanatory writing. They will CLEARLY organize
information, and ACCURATELY convey ideas, concepts, and information through writing.

W 9-10.1C Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify
the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and
counterclaims.
W9-10.2E Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

W9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

W9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing
products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to link to other information and to display information
flexibly and dynamically.
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W9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

W9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

W9-10.9A Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how an author draws on and
transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the
Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]")

W9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences

SL9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade level topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

SL9-10.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

SL9-10.1b Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-makin g (e.g., informal consensus,
taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as
needed.

SL9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge
ideas and conclusions.

SL9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of
the evidence and reasoning presented.

SL9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.

SL9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.

SL9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

SL9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.

College and Career Anchor Standards
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.1
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when
writing.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.3
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues,
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.4
Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.7
Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as
well as in words.

II.

RESOURCES:

� Book (Film Art: An Inroduction) + Extra Sources Study.com /

�  Movies/ scenes

�  FrogOS VLE / Edcite/ Ms Teams/ MS Forms

�  Online resources (including Study.com)

�  Overhead projector

�  PowerPoint Slides
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�  A variety of supplemental materials, such as newspaper articles, on-line data bases, and

� printed handouts will be used to help students develop research and study skills.

III.

COURSE SCHEDULE/TIMELINE:

Semester 1 & 2 ( Half-Credit)

Chapter# Topics Lesson(s)

3 Introduction to Literary theory

● What is literary theory?

● What is literary critique?

● How do we respond to literature?

● How does Literature mirror life?

● Is literature relative?

● Feminist literary theory

● Reader Response Theory

● Post-Colonial Literary Theory

● Dystopian Literary Genre

8 Literary / film Terminologies

● Setting, Plot , Problem/solution, Climax,

Master Scene , chronological order, flash back,

symbolism, mood, motif,

9
Introduction: Films as Literature

● Screenwriting

● Casting

● Establishing shots

● Cinematography

● Film Noir

● Photo Montage

● Point of view shots

● Lighting/shadows

● Low/high angle shots

● Soft focus lens

● Editing

●

12

● Film terminologies: Ex:

Wrapping Time:, , Groundhog

Day, Frequency

Feminist Literary Theory

● Motif/symbolism

● Theme

● Optical effects

● Flashback

●
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Colonial, post-colonial literary

theory

8,9 ● Looking into the Future: The

Hunger Games, Divergent, The

Giver

● Dystopian Literary Genre

● . Symbolism/motif

● Science fiction/dystopias

● Optical effects

● CGI

●

6. Essay ● Do you consider- “The Giver”  (movie) /The

Hunger Games/ Cast Away & Rubinson Crusoe

-a good adaptation of the book? Refer to your

previously learnt theories to prove your claim.

Use MLA format and citation to the sources

you use.

7. Short Movie Script Writing ● Build the Short Movie and identify the setting,

characters, plot, and theories that you’ll use in

the movie.

Grade Distribution:
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